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Note from Executive Director Jim Kinyon

CSS’s team demonstrates daily that faith is much more

than just an abstract set of beliefs. Faith is shared and

accomplished throughout our daily lives for all our

brothers and sisters.

I take pleasure in sharing with you all that our counseling,

Uplifting Parents, Community Outreach, Family Services,

Disaster Assistance, Lakota Circles of Hope and Trinity

Pregnancy and Adoption has accomplished this previous

year.

The Gospel’s commandment that we are called to love one

another is alive and well in South Dakota because of

support from so many like you.

                      

God bless you,
 Jim Kinyon 

Through the support of many of

you in 2023 we had a banner year

at Catholic Social Services.  You

have supported and shared in our

mission of offering hope, promoting

individual human dignity, and

strengthening families and

communities to people of all faiths

in western South Dakota.    



To share in Christ’s ministry of offering hope,

promoting individual human dignity and

strengthening families and communities, by

providing professional social services to people of

all faiths in Western South Dakota.
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SUPPORTING COMMUNITIES IN SOUTH DAKOTA

Catholic Social Services of Rapid City is devoted to

providing life-changing social services for those in

need throughout South Dakota. As a trusted, respected

provider of a wide range of services including

counseling, educational workshops, mental health first

aid training, and more, CSS of Rapid City is nurturing

our local communities with unprecedented access to

uplifting resources and support in line with our

mission of offering hope to those in need.
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UPlifting Parents

From the Director

Tis the season of gratitude and we here as the Uplifting

Parents team have so much to be grateful for. As we wrap up

our 9th year, we have had the privilege to work with nearly

200 families and support more than 100 graduates! We are

thrilled to be able to extend the success of our program to

single parents pursuing trade or vocational certification

through funding granted to us by CCUSA. 

We appreciate the generosity, support and loving hearts of

our local community who share our desire to stop the cycle of

generational poverty.  

  -Shawn Edwinson

The Uplifting Parents

program was created in

2014 to empower single

parent families by

providing resources to

support their advancement

in education. 

UP provides one-on-one

mentoring, financial

resources, case

management, parenting

support, and facilitates a

community of support to

single parents pursuing a

post-secondary degree or

certificate. 



 CSS• 2022 -202304

Client Story

Hope, 23 and single mom attending

Western Dakota Tech for

Laboratory Technician, was

accepted into the Uplifting Parents

program in 2022. With her

demanding school schedule and lack

of comprehensive childcare, she was

unable to work to provide for her

family during her time in school.

She graciously accepted benefits

that would carry her through this

season while she worked hard on

her degree to overcome the need for

them, although not without guilt.

Like many UP participants, Hope

had little support through her

school journey, making it a lonely

one. Yet, her passion fueled her to

keep pushing through one roadblock

after another. 

Through the support of UP, Hope

was able to secure safe, reliable, and

complementary childcare for her

daughter. This unlocked new

possibilities and Hope shined in her

clinicals. She secured gainful

employment by the time graduation

rolled around. Hope is the first to

graduate college in her family, and

she is crushing her goals. She and

her daughter are no longer on public

benefits, and she recently received

news she has been approved to buy

her first home. 

 “Her passion
fueled her to
keep pushing
through one

roadblock
after

another.”



UPlifting Parents
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70
Active

Participants

608
Mentoring

Sessions

21
Graduates

$71K
In Financial

Assistance

Uplifting Parents has nearly

completed the research required

for the data collection with the

Wilson Sheehan Lab for

Economic Opportunity (LEO). The

preliminary results are

outstanding, displaying a

graduation rate of 76% for UP

participants compared to the

national average rate of 50%.

With the research backed

evidence illustrating the success

of the UP program, the next step

is replication.  

“The UP team continues to work
with LEO to scale and franchise

the program to positively
impact single parent families in
other communities throughout
the nation, helping them to also
overcome the cycle of poverty.”
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4
Adoptions

Finalized

9
Expectant Parents

Served

2
Families 

on Waitlist

10
Layettes Distributed
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Trinity Pregnancy and
Adoption works to
serve the adoption
triad across South

Dakota, in the name of
the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Spirit.

Trinity Pregnancy and Adoption

WHAT IS THE ADOPTION

TRIAD?

The term “adoption triad” refers

to the three parties involved in

an adoption. This includes the

adoptive parents, the adopted

child, and the birth parents.

06



 CSS• 2022 -2023

07

Client Story

“Nora is going to
change the world, we

know this, because she
has already changed

ours.” 

“I was in the delivery room to lend support and love. I was present to
witness our beautiful daughter enter this world. “

Riley and I knew from the beginning we wanted children. Riley
expressed that if we have biological children he would also like to
adopt. His heart called for him to adopt because my husband is
adopted. 

Through the support of family, friends, and community we were able
to secure financial support to move forward with the adoption. We
knew that Trinity was the agency that was aligned with our values,
and we began the process.

Looking at her and holding her, my heart was bursting out of my
chest. I knew my life was complete. Riley was overwhelmed with love
and happiness and shared that he was awestruck and couldn't
believe this beautiful and amazing blessing in front of him. 
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215
Mental Health First Aid

Certfications

81
People Served through Disaster

Response

$54,809
Distributed to Victims of Disaster

340
Suicide Prevention Workshop

Attendees
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Disaster Relief & Community
Outreach

Catholic Social Services is  

partnering with our local

parishes, creating an ongoing

source of support and volunteers

when disaster strikes Western

South Dakota. 
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258
Students Piloted Updated

Online Curriculum
Through 18 months of labor

and collaboration, Lakota

Circles of Hope (LCH) is

now updated to an online

training and classroom

curriculum that is available

to all school districts in

South Dakota.

Lakota Circles of Hope is a

proven 10-week, culturally

based, prevention

curriculum that uses South

Dakota values to teach

students how to deal

effectively with risky

behaviors through Lakota

traditions and culture. 

Lakota Circles of Hope
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Counseling’s benefits are much more far reaching than
people realize. Giving someone space to share, heal,
and process the pain of difficult relationships,
circumstances, sickness, remorse, abuse, and trauma is
a responsibility and a privilege. Helping people work
through this in a safe space has benefitted many clients
and it shows up in restored marriages and families
remaining intact, continued service and employment in
our community and less addiction, crime, and abuse. 

Catholic Social Services counseling program provides
this tangible service to all, and the results are
widespread and contagious.

“Every life has
worth, and each

healthy life is
contagious.”

Counseling

 - JENNIFER
MAYFORTH, MS, RPH,
LPC, NCC Outpatient

Therapist 
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249
Clients Served

2,455
Client Sessions

28%
Telehealth
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Counseling

 Catholic Social Services serves the people of western South

Dakota.  People living on the sprawling prairies, fertile

farmlands and glacial lakes.  People on the ranchlands, the

mountains, townships, cities and everywhere in between.



Community Workshops & Outreach 12

12



13

 A snapshot of the work Catholic

Social Services is doing in western

South Dakota. 

Your support makes this happen.

 CSS• 2022 -2023
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1,487
Participants in

Educational Programs

3,157
Client Sessions

354
Unique Clients

10,249
Contacts

42
Cities Served

Gender

Race/Ethnicity

2022 -2023 CSS Highlights
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Revenue
$1,600,227

Expenses
$1,357,798
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CSS Fiscal Overview

Catholic Social Services strives to make certain that we are accountable and good stewards of our resources. All donations and other support

are used to further our mission of Christ like services to those in need. Catholic Social Services undergoes an annual audit, conducted by Ketel

Thorstenson, LLP. As part of the audit process the Board receives a report directly from the auditing firm. The Finance Committee of the

Board ensures the CSS staff follows and adheres to recommended accounting practices, procedures, and controls. If there are questions or

concerns regarding the audit, please feel free to contact either Jim Kinyon - CSS Executive Director or Cassie Ward - Board Treasurer.

15
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